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ARANSAS CAMP BS~-l ARANSAS MIGRATORY WATERFPOWL REFUGE
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~ censelidated marrative repert ef last years' activities of Aransas Ceagp
BS=l, Austwell, Texas - outlining hew the work pregran has centributed
to the development of the Refuge and te our Natienal Defense.

Among the mere impertamt pregects under way en the Aransas
Refuge in the way pf permanent improvements the past year was the
construction ef the Refuge Headquarters bnildhg;n_ consisting ef the
Refnga Manager's Nesidence, Patrolman's Residence, Service Building,
Equipment Shed, and the Pumpheuses In cemmectien with the develepment
plan for that area, pewer lines were laid to each building, a sanitary
sewage disposal system was built and the emtire area shelled and sedded
in accordance with the develepment plan,

At the Beatmn's Headquarters which is lecated at the 0ld
Gable Heuse site, a distance of appreximately 17 miles south of the
Refuge Headquarters, a Beatman's Residence, lookout tewer, beatheuse,
and beat. chammel have been censtructed. These facilities will greatly
aid in the efficiemt patroling eof that area and the waters adjacent te
that part ef the Refuges These buildings coeupled with the commecting
truck trails and patrel reads, cemstructed en the Refuge by the cce,
enable the administrative persemnel to effieiently patrel and supervise
the oentrel ef the Refuge.

Construction has alse been made of the read leading frem
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the railhead at Austwell, Texas to the Aransas Refuge, a distance of
nine miless This read is ef shell base censtructien, well draimed,
and permits travel te outside cemmmities during leng wet spellse
The censtructien of appreximately seventeen and ene-half miles of
truck trails Iithin the Refuge has been cempleted.

Construction of six cattle guards en the access read amnd
within the refuge the past year has been mades These guards having a
cencrete base and walls with a steel rail deck; eother cencrete censt-
ructien includes the Bergemtine Spillway and everflew spillway at
Bergentine Dam Nee 24

Construction of the Bergentine Dam Ne. 2 has been continually
in pregress during the past year which whem cemplebed, will materially
ald in the preservation of all eur impertent vaterfewl, especially during
the winter menths.

Appreximately seventy-five theusand cubic yards ef earth
excavation has been moved in the censtructien of the Bergemtine diversien
chamnel the past six menths, which upen cempletien ef the channel will
fleod a large area en the East shere ef the Refuge.

Fire breaks approximating sixteen miles of clearings sixty feet
in width have been cleared aleng the mest impertant lines as laid eut
in the develepment pregrame Constructien of these fire lanes will greatly
mininige the danger of pessible fires spreadin; ever a large area of the
refuge, causing destructien eof wildlife and pessible preperty less en
heavy weeded areas of the refyuge.

During the past year abeut ferty emrollees were well-trained
in the building trades, with particular emphasis en carpentry and bullding
censtruction aleng these lines; appreximktely twenty-five emrollees were
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werk projects inwlving the ferming and pourin; of cencrete; abeut
twenty-live emrollees were given practical traiming in the ocamp garage
as aubtemotive mechanics; and about forty emrellees were trained as
skilled truck drivers. PFifteen emrellees had the oppertunity te
develep as tractor and ether heavy equipment eperaters, while eight
were trained in the eperatien of dragline equipment.

Practically all the remaining enrellees in the camp were
trained fer some sort of field work such as elearing right-ef-ways,
censtruction of telephene lines, clearing of fire lanes, and in the
preparation and use of various hand teelss

. It is believed that the training ef these enrellees in the
constructien of bulldings, reads, cenorete eendtructien, loskeut tewers,
fire lanes and telephene lines, and thotmining of others in the care
and eperation of wariecus types ef equipment and the fact that all of
the enrollees have been trained in the practicsl use of all types of

hand toels censtitutes & decided facter in the develeopment of the
eivilian pepulatien that will be useful in the time of need or a

Hatienal Emergency.
Respectfully submitted,
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